CITY OF ONEIDA
MINUTES OF THE TRAFFIC SAFETY BOARD
April 15, 2025
2:00 p.m.

MEMBERS:	IN ATTENDANCE

Chairman Bruce Burke	☒
Vice-Chairman Donald White	☒
Barbara Buehner	☐
Kathy Malinowski	☐
James Sweet	☐
Erwin Smith	☒
Brahim Zogby	☒
Michael Geer	☐
Brian Bortree	☒
Gary Laureti	☒

ADVISORS:

Public Safety Commissioner Dave Jones	☒
Police Chief Steven Lowell	☒
Fire Department Assistant Chief Dennis Relyea	☒
City Engineer Jeff Rowe	☒
Traffic Advisor Robert Anderson	☐
Traffic Advisor Shawn Palmer	☒

OTHER PRESENT:

City Manager Kyle Lovell

The regular meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Chairman Bruce Burke.

Approval of October 15, 2024 Meeting Minutes Distributed for Review Prior to April 15, 2025 Meeting *PREVIOUS MINUTES UNAVAILABLE*
Moved by: Dave Jones
Seconded by: Erwin Smith

RESOLVED that the minutes of the regular meeting of October 15, 2024 are hereby approved as presented.
	Ayes:	6
	Nays:	0
	Abstain: 0

	Absent: 4 (Buehner, Geer, Malinowski, Sweet)
	MOTION CARRIED

OLD BUSINESS

· The board discussed a prior citizen complaint regarding unsafe parking near intersections at Seneca/Bates, Seneca/W. Walnut, and N. Lake/E. Elm. A work order had been issued previously for the installation of four "No Parking" signs.


AGENDA ITEMS

1. Citizen Complaint – Parking on Broad Street/Washington Avenue Intersection (LaPera)
Discussion: City Clerk Sandra LaPera forwarded a citizen complaint to the board regarding vehicles parked on Broad Street near its intersection with Washington Avenue, obstructing visibility for drivers. A photo was provided to the board for reference. Erwin Smith inquired whether any accidents had occurred at the location; Dennis Relyea stated there had not been any recent incidents. Chairman Bruce Burke expressed concern about the loss of parking in the area should restrictions be put in place. After discussion, the board agreed to send a letter in response to Ms. LaPera but took no action at this time.


2. Safety Concern – Parking on East Railroad Street (Hitchings)
Discussion: Common Councilor Andrea Hitchings submitted a request for the removal of a parking spot on East Railroad Street and the placement of a “No Standing” sign. Public Safety Commissioner Dave Jones noted that similar areas throughout Oneida did not have issues. Police Chief Steve Lowell stated it was a low-traffic area, though visibility concerns existed, particularly if food trucks were to use the space. It was noted that during a previous meeting from 2017, there was a work order to put a “No Standing” sign in place, however, to accommodate food truck vendors this was turned into a seasonal parking spot. City Manager Kyle Lovell questioned when signage was originally placed, and Shawn Palmer was asked to review records. The board agreed to monitor the area. City Manager Lovell will send a follow-up letter to Councilor Hitchings.


3. Citizen Request – Radar Speed Signs Around High-Traffic Areas and Schools
Discussion: Chairman Burke asked Chief Lowell about the department’s current speed radar inventory. Chief Lowell listed the radar units in use and noted a significant increase in traffic stops over the past 6–8 months. Erwin suggested that signage warning of photo enforcement may deter speeding. It was noted that it is that time of the year again for the Traffic Safety Grant, which will help fund further enforcement. A response letter is to be drafted to the complainant, outlining the city’s ongoing efforts.



4. Pedestrian Safety on Main Street During Winter (Geer)
Discussion: Board Member Michael Geer raised concerns about pedestrians walking in the street due to unplowed sidewalks during winter storms. City Manager Kyle Lovell responded that sidewalk plowing has been well-maintained, and the city’s Department of Public Works is performing to the best of their ability. Chairman Burke was satisfied with the city’s plowing efforts during the most recent storm. No action has been taken at this time.

 	
NEW BUSINESS

· Broad Street – No Left Turn Sign

A sign near the exit of a physical therapy building on Broad Street prohibiting left turns was discussed. The sign's visibility and legitimacy were questioned. Chairman Burke asked for follow-up to determine whether the sign was official and if it needed to be relocated. Shawn Palmer believed that this was a privately owned sign.
· Later confirmed via email on 4/16/25 by Shawn Palmer that it is in fact a privately owned sign by the business, and it is located on private property.


· Regulations for Electric Bikes and Scooters

Discussion arose about local regulations regarding e-bike and e-scooter use on city streets. Chief Lowell shared that the police department had recently completed safety training related to these vehicles. E-bikes and e-scooters are not permitted on sidewalks, or on roads with posted speeds over 30 mph. Increased enforcement and public engagement were discussed. The board briefly discussed whether updates to local code enforcement or municipal law might be necessary.






Next Meeting Tuesday July 15, 2025, at 2:00pm 
Motion to adjourn by: Brahim Zogby
Seconded by: Brian Bortree

The meeting is hereby adjourned at 2:53 pm.


Respectfully submitted, 
Jaime Feith-Mallory
Traffic Safety Board Secretary
